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have a clearer and fuller vision of God. The soul seems to me one with God, how I cannot tell. I can sympathize with God in my poor little way." In some phases of thought and feeling his idealism tended more decidedly to mysticism. He wrote: "A kind of waking trance I have frequently had, quite up from boyhood, when I have been all alone. This has generally come upon me thro' repeating my own name two or three times to myself silently, till all at once, as it were out of the intensity of the consciousness of individuality, the individuality itself seemed to dissolve and fade away into boundless being, and this not a confused state, but the clearest of the clearest, the surest of the surest, the weirdest of the weirdest, utterly beyond words, where death was an almost laughable impossibility, the loss of personality (if so it were) seeming no extinction but the only true life1." "This might," he said, "be the state which St Paul describes, * Whether in the body I cannot tell, or whether out of the body I cannot tell.'"
He continued: " I am ashamed of my feeble description. Have I not said the state is utterly beyond words? But in a moment, when I come back to my normal state of 'sanity/ I am ready to fight for mein liebes Ick, and hold that it will last for aeons of aeons/'
In the same way he said that there might be a more intimate communion than we could dream of between the living and the dead, at all events for a time.
May all love,
His love, unseen but felt, o'ershadow Thee, Till God's love set Thee at his side again!
1 Cf. "The Ancient Sage," and the smaller partial anticipation in "In Memoriam," xcv. st. 9.
"Yet it appeared that he distinguished himself from external things." Jowett, MS Note.